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2 Kings 5: 1-3 and 7-15c      Luke 17: 11-19
As a general introduction, for those who do not know me, I am Andrea Swearman the appointed St. Mary’s Church Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO for short) . I work with This church’s  Parochial church Council as well as Marion and Tim our Clergy, and also alongside the Diocesan Safeguarding Team, to make St. Mary’s a Safe place for all.
Let’s take a few minutes to think about how we would feel if we were one of the individuals in today’s reading from 2 Kings : -
1. You are a young girl, taken from your family and friends, seen war and horrors that most of us only read about. Captured by soldiers, enslaved and taken to a foreign land, a spoil of war. Put into service as a slave girl a servant to the Captain’s wife. Most likely  no friends of her own age , possibly language difficulties but certainly cultural differences.
How would you feel?
Frightened 
Powerless 
Sad & Alone
Angry
Scared - Unsure what your future holds if any.
 Vulnerable 
2. You are a Captain of an Army, a person who is highly respected and honoured by your community and friends. You have status and wealth. A good home , family and friends in a land you know and love.
One day you begin to notice skin legions and over weeks and months these start to spread. You know that this is leprosy, which may continue to spread until the day you will no longer be able to hide it.
( As we have seen from the Gospel reading from Luke– in those days Lepers were classed as unclean) Society will make you an outcast , you will be forced to withdraw from public life, leave the army, lose your authority and position and ultimately be separated from those you love.
How would you feel?
Frightened
Powerless 
Sad 
Alone 
Unsure of your future 
Angry                                                                                                                                                                  Vulnerable 

Both of these characters reflect examples of individuals who are vulnerable in different ways.
1.A girl, a child, in slavery. 
2. A man with a disease that society treats as an outcast. 

Hard to say, but thousands of years later we are still having to protect the oppressed, weak and vulnerable when power, greed and war take over.
Jesus in Luke’s Gospel reading shows how we should show love and compassion for those who are vulnerable.
Safeguarding is about protecting the vulnerable from abuse. We can all at some stage in our adult lives become vulnerable. 
We need to protect individuals who are weak and vulnerable from abuse, and that is why here at St. Mary’s we have Safeguarding policies and procedures in place to help stop abuse of the vulnerable happening and also to help survivors and victims of abuse. 

The Story in 2 Kings continues.
The servant girl, a very lowly position in those days, female, child, foreigner, prisoner of war, slave. This status is surely stacked against her! Yet she is alert enough to see all is not well in the household for her master, Naaman.
We do not know much about her relationship with her mistress but would expect from how the story unfolds that this is good and she has been treated well despite her forced slavery and labour. The servant girl appears to be bright and intelligent able to piece together the facts that her mistress’s husband had a disease, leprosy, and in the scheme of things, a cure was not possible.
However, God enables this small insignificant, vulnerable girl the strength to speak up and approach her Mistress with knowledge that may help her vulnerable sick Master. She could have been resentful and wished the worst of her capture – who could blame her! BUT instead, she sees a very real need in compassion and speaks out, trusting that this may help Naaman.

In safeguarding individuals, it needs everyone of us to speak up when we see a situation that could cause harm or distress to a Vulnerable individual. There maybe reasons why a vulnerable person can’t speak up for themselves or they cannot see that there maybe abuse occurring.

You just need to have the strength and knowledge to know who to approach in these situations, to get help for that person - like the young servant girl.
The right  people within St. Mary’s you can approach  are Myself, as the Safeguarding Officer or Marion as the Vicar or alternatively any of the Diocese’s Safeguarding team or in an emergency if an individual is being harmed , the Emergency services on 999. You do not need to involve anyone else

The servant girl appeared to feel SAFE in the house of Naaman and with her mistress, even though this was not her home.
 We need to see our Church continue to be a “Safe Place” for all, where the vulnerable are protected from harm and abuse. 
We all play a part in safeguarding, as God’s disciples, we need to listen to Him and be obedient, show love and compassion to others as well as being directed by strength in Him to do the right thing and speak up. 
The servant girl was part of God’s plan for Naaman for his subsequent healing and obedience to God. Her words provided hope for a desperate situation, demonstrating how even the smallest act of obedience from an unexpected source can yield great healing and safety.
Concluding Prayer :-
Father, thank you that as your church you entrust to us your work here on earth.
We pray that through your Spirit, you will empower us to do the right thing for the benefit of those suffering abuse and injustice. That we will be your voice for those whose voices are silent. That when your light shines into dark areas of abuse we will have courage, as your representatives, to face any of our fears, and to show forth your heart of compassion and justice, to speak up for those who are being abused.
Teach us as a church, to be your body, fully knitted together and working in unity, to care for one another with care and dignity. Enable us to be instruments of your love, that chains will be broken and broken hearts restored. That we will teach everyone how precious we all are to you, knowing you a God who sees and feels are pain.
We pray that through your love and Holy Spirit healing will help restoration in their lives, and victims will become victors.
We ask this in Your name. Amen. 


